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Goals:  During each unit, students will study the elements of effective writing, read and analyze literature and informational texts, and develop reading strategies.  Students will examine novels from the perspective of a writer and use their study of novels to improve their own writing.  Students will improve their vocabulary through reading a variety of texts to help them decipher the meanings of unfamiliar words.  Utilizing information learned from weekly warm ups, students will analyze grammatical structures in their own writing.  Reading (both informational and literary), writing, speaking, listening and language skills will be developed through a variety of individual and group assignments.

Resources:

Glencoe Reader’s Choice
                                  
Novels (chosen by GaDOE): See titles listed in the chart below.
   Major Units       Reading Focus

              Theme


              Writing Focus
	1st Unit
	Informational: Chicken Soup              Life, Love and Learning                         Narrative 

	2nd Unit
	Informational: Diary of Anne Frank   Seeing the Good in People                     Argumentative

	3rd Unit
	Literary: Hatchet                               Determination and Perseverance           Informative

	4th Unit
	Literary: The Outsiders                     Belonging                                               Review

	Ongoing all year
	Constructed & Extended responses, ELA concepts, warm ups, vocab/stems, and novel studies.


Novel Studies: All assignments and projects will be based upon the GA 6th Grade ELA standards. These standards may be accessed by visiting GaDOE website. Sixth graders will read Chicken Soup for the Teenage Soul: 101 Stories of Life, Love and Learning by Jack Canfield, Mark Victor Hansen and Kimberly Kirberger; Hatchet by Gary Paulsen; Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl; and The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton. Summative assessments will be conducted over the focus material in reading and/or writing for each unit.

Writing/Conventions:  According to the state standards, students will explore novels, short stories, non-fiction, poetry, and other forms of literature as models of effective writing.  Because writing is a continuous work-in-progress, students will frequently rewrite and revise a particular essay based on writing mini-lessons discussed in class.  
Homework/Independent Reading:  Students may be given time to read periodically during their academic time.  However, the weekly homework for students in language arts may include the following:  studying of stems, studying notes, annotating reading passages, writing constructed responses, and reading extended texts. This may be in addition to other specific homework assigned in class.  
ELA Skills & Vocabulary:  A list of ALL stem words for the year will be given to students. The students will be assessed on  new stems each week in addition to a few review stems from any of the previous lists.  Therefore, students need to continually review over their stems list. Stems and ELA concepts will be assessed on each Weekly Quiz given on Fridays. After every fourth quiz, a summative skills test will be given over the previous 4 stem lists along with ELA, reading, and writing concepts covered on the previous quizzes.  Students may want to utilize flashcards for stem words or use Quizlet to help prepare for these quizzes/tests.   

Over                

Warm ups:  On occasion, students will complete their daily warm-ups, which enable students to improve their understanding and applications of the rules of the English language, as well as ELA concepts. Warm ups may include: vocabulary/stems, research skills, spelling, usage, grammar, reading comprehension, writing, and sentence structure.
                                 Grading                                       Discipline Policy
	60%--Summative
 Assessment

· Tests 
· Major writing tasks

· Projects

· Major performance tasks

· Book Assessments
· Midterm/final exam (tentative)
	40%--Formative 

Assessments
· Minor Writing Tasks

· Quizzes 
· Minor performance tasks

· Daily Work


	Step 1:  Warning issued to the student
Step 2:  Parent Contact

Step 3:  Detention (after school until 5:00) 

Step 4:  Parent Conference with team
Step 5:  Administrative Referral


Make-up Work Policy:  It is the student’s responsibility to obtain and complete all make-up work from an absence.  For each day of absence, students are given one day after returning to school to complete their assignments.  If a due date or test/quiz date occurs during a student’s absence, the assessment will be due on the day the student returns to school unless special arrangements are made with the teacher.
Media Center:  We will plan to visit the media center at least one Friday per month to check out books belonging to a specific genre or type (i.e., fiction, non-fiction, etc.). Students will be encouraged to check out books from a variety of genres that meet and challenge their lexile levels.  Students will learn their current lexile level when they are administered the RI screener (Reading Inventory) which will occur 3 times throughout the school year. Students will have the opportunity to join our media center’s RED WOLVES club which tracks the number of books as well as the genres that each student has read.  Awards are typically given at the end of the year at our awards ceremony to recognize those students who have exceeded expectations on the number of books read. Students will learn more about this program during our orientation visit to the media center at the end of August.  Forms and parent permission letters will be sent home at this time.    Bonus points may be given to our top readers.
Issuing Report Card Grades: Grades are based upon study habits and quality work.  At the end of a 9-week grading period, grades ending in “9” such as 89 may be rounded up to an A if the student has exhibited quality work habits and a strong work ethic that demonstrates both a desire to learn and achieve one’s personal best. Note, parents and students have 24/7 access to a student’s grades.  If at any time grades begin to decline, the teacher is available for tutoring assistance. This is by request only. Please provide 48 hours of notice if you plan to attend tutoring. 
*Note:  The 6th Grade ELA syllabus is subject to change based on the needs of the students. 
---------------------------------------------Cut here and return to Mrs. Autenrieth---------------------------------------

Parents, please fill in your child’s name and your signature to indicate you have read and understand the language arts syllabus. Thank You!

**I have read and understand the ELA syllabus:

Student’s name: _______________________________  
Class period: ___________

Parent Signature: __________________________

